
 

 
 

ESL Game: Top Five 

 
Top Five  is a simple no prep ESL game that is a great way to end your last lesson with 

students in a fun and competitive way. In this activity, students are put into teams and 

are given a category. From their category they must guess what might be the top five in 

that category. For each answer guessed correctly from the list the team is awarded 1 

point. If the team guess the correct position in the list they are awarded an additional 

point. The team with the most correct points at the end of the game are the winners.  

 

Activity time: 10 minutes +  

Materials required: List of categories, see below, paper and pencil for each group 

Skills practiced: Speaking 

Level: Teens and adults Intermediate and above 

Method 

1. Split your class into teams of 3 or 4 students.  

 

2. Explain to students that you are going to give them a category and that they must 

think of the top the top five in that category. For example “What are the top five largest 

countries in the world by area?” 

 

3. In their teams, students discuss and write their list of what they think is the answer.  

 

4. After a few minutes, the teacher writes the teams answers on the board and then tells 

the students the actual answers. 

 

5. Award teams 1 point for a correct answer and an additional 1 point if they guess the 

correct position. The team with the most points are the winners.  
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What are the top five largest countries 
in the world by area? 

 

1. Russia  

2. Canada 

3. United States 

4. China  

5. Brazil  

What are the top five most populated 
cities in the world?  

 
 

1. Chongqing, China 

2. Shanghai, China 

3. Beijing, China 

4. Istanbul, Turkey 

5. Karachi, Pakistan 

What are the top five most spoken 
languages in the world? 

 
 

1. Chinese (Mandarin) 

2. Spanish 

3. English 

4. Hindi 

5. Arabic 

What are the top five most popular 
pets in the world? 

 
 

1. Fish 

2. Cats 

3. Dogs 

4. Birds 

5. Small Animals  

What are the top five most played 
sports in the world?  

 
1. Baseball 

2. Basketball 

3. Table Tennis 

4. Volleyball 

5. Tennis 

What are the top five highest grossing 
movies of all time?  

 
1. Avatar 

2. Titanic 

3. Star Wars: The Force Awakens 

4. Avengers: Infinity War 

5. Jurassic World 
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What are the top five most visited 
websites in the world?  

 
1. Google 

2. YouTube 

3. Facebook 

4. Baidu 

5. Wikipedia 

What are the top 5 most expensive 
football players of all time?  

 
1. Neymar  

2. Kylian Mbappé 

3. Philippe Coutinho 

4. Ousmane Dembélé 

5. Paul Pogba 

Who are the top five selling music 
artists of all time?  

 
1. The Beatles 

2. Elvis Presley 

3. Michael Jackson 

4. Madonna 

5. Elton John 

 

What are the top five most visited 
tourist destinations in the world? 

 
1. Bangkok, Thailand 

2. London, England 

3. Paris, France  

4. Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

5. New York, America 

What are the most popular tourist 
attractions in the world? 

 
1. The Eiffel Tower 

2. The Great Wall of China 

3. Machu Picchu 

4. Taj Mahal 

5. Central Park, New York 

What is the five most popular food in 
the world? 

 
1. Salad 

2. Chicken 

3. Cheese 

4. Rice 

5. Tea 
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